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The	strongest	arguments	are	clearly	supported	with	relevant	evidence.	(Kalim	Saliba/Getty	Images)	Any	of	the	40	statements	or	positions	below	may	be	either	defended	or	attacked	in	an	argumentative	essay	or	speech.	In	choosing	something	to	write	about,	keep	in	mind	Kurt	Vonnegut's	advice:	"Find	a	subject	you	care	about	and	which	you	in	your
heart	feel	others	should	care	about."	But	be	sure	to	rely	on	your	head	as	well	as	your	heart:	select	a	topic	that	you	know	something	about,	either	from	your	own	experience	or	from	that	of	others.	Your	instructor	should	let	you	know	whether	formal	research	is	encouraged	or	even	required	for	this	assignment.	Because	many	of	these	issues	are	complex
and	wide-ranging,	you	should	be	prepared	to	narrow	your	topic	and	focus	your	approach.	Selecting	a	position	is	only	the	first	step,	and	you	must	learn	to	prepare	and	develop	your	position	persuasively.	At	the	end	of	the	following	list,	you'll	find	links	to	a	number	of	argumentative	paragraphs	and	essays.	Dieting	makes	people	fat.	Romantic	love	is	a
poor	basis	for	marriage.	The	war	on	terror	has	contributed	to	the	growing	abuse	of	human	rights.	High	school	graduates	should	take	a	year	off	before	entering	college.	All	citizens	should	be	required	by	law	to	vote.	All	forms	of	government-funded	welfare	should	be	abolished.	Both	parents	should	assume	equal	responsibility	in	raising	a	child.
Americans	should	have	more	holidays	and	longer	vacations.	Participating	in	team	sports	helps	to	develop	good	character.	The	production	and	sale	of	cigarettes	should	be	made	illegal.	People	have	become	overly	dependent	on	technology.	Censorship	is	sometimes	justified.	Privacy	is	not	the	most	important	right.	Drunk	drivers	should	be	imprisoned	for
the	first	offense.	The	lost	art	of	letter-writing	deserves	to	be	revived.	Government	and	military	personnel	should	have	the	right	to	strike.	Most	study-abroad	programs	should	be	renamed	"party	abroad":	they	are	a	waste	of	time	and	money	The	continuing	decline	of	CD	sales	along	with	the	rapid	growth	of	music	downloads	signals	a	new	era	of
innovation	in	popular	music.	College	students	should	have	complete	freedom	to	choose	their	own	courses.	The	solution	to	the	impending	crisis	in	Social	Security	is	the	immediate	elimination	of	this	government	program.	The	primary	mission	of	colleges	and	universities	should	be	preparing	students	for	the	workforce.	Financial	incentives	should	be
offered	to	high	school	students	who	perform	well	on	standardized	tests.	All	students	in	high	school	and	college	should	be	required	to	take	at	least	two	years	of	a	foreign	language.	College	students	in	the	U.S.	should	be	offered	financial	incentives	to	graduate	in	three	years	rather	than	four.	College	athletes	should	be	exempted	from	regular	class-
attendance	policies.	To	encourage	healthy	eating,	higher	taxes	should	be	imposed	on	soft	drinks	and	junk	food.	Students	should	not	be	required	to	take	physical	education	courses.	To	conserve	fuel	and	save	lives,	the	55	miles-per-hour	national	speed	limit	should	be	restored.	All	citizens	under	the	age	of	21	should	be	required	to	pass	a	driving
education	course	before	receiving	a	license	to	drive.	Any	student	caught	cheating	on	an	examination	should	be	automatically	dismissed	from	college.	Freshmen	should	not	be	required	to	purchase	a	meal	plan	from	the	college.	Zoos	are	internment	camps	for	animals	and	should	be	shut	down.	University	students	should	not	be	penalized	for	illegally
downloading	music,	movies,	or	other	protected	content.	Government	financial	aid	for	students	should	be	based	solely	on	merit.	Nontraditional	students	should	be	exempted	from	regular	class-attendance	policies.	At	the	end	of	each	term,	student	evaluations	of	faculty	should	be	posted	online.	A	student	organization	should	be	formed	to	rescue	and	care
for	the	feral	cats	on	campus.	People	who	contribute	to	Social	Security	should	have	the	right	to	choose	how	their	money	is	invested.	Professional	baseball	players	convicted	of	using	performance-enhancing	drugs	should	not	be	considered	for	induction	into	the	Hall	of	Fame.	Any	citizen	who	does	not	have	a	criminal	record	should	be	permitted	to	carry	a
concealed	weapon.	Calculating	simple	interest	is	an	essential	skill	for	anyone	who	maintains	a	bank	account,	carries	a	credit	card	balance,	or	applies	for	a	loan.	The	free	printable	worksheets	in	this	lesson	will	improve	your	homeschool	math	lessons	and	help	your	students	become	better	at	calculations.		This	collection	of	worksheets	will	also	help
students	understand	the	process	using	word	problems.	Answers	are	provided	for	each	of	the	five	worksheets	on	the	second	page	for	ease	of	grading.	Before	having	students	start	on	the	worksheets,	explain	that	when	you	borrow	money,	you	have	to	repay	the	amount	you	borrowed	as	well	as	any	added	interest	charges,	which	represents	the	cost	of
borrowing.	In	the	same	way,	explain	to	students	that	when	you	lend	money	or	deposit	funds	in	interest-bearing	accounts,	you	typically	earn	interest	income	for	making	your	money	available	to	other	people.	D.	Russell	Print	the	PDF:	Simple	Interest	Worksheet	No.	1	In	this	exercise,	students	will	answer	10	word	problems	about	calculating	interest.
These	exercises	will	help	homeschoolers	learn	how	to	calculate	the	rate	of	return	on	investments	and	illustrate	how	interest	can	accrue	over	time.	Students	will	answer	such	questions	as,	"How	much	interest	does	a	$318	investment	earn	at	9	percent	over	one	year?"	Explain	to	students	that	the	answer	would	be	$28.62	because	$318	x	9	percent	is	the
same	as	$318	x	0.09,	which	equals	$28.62.	Explain	to	students	that	they	would	have	to	pay	this	amount	of	interest	in	addition	to	repaying	the	principal,	the	amount	of	the	original	loan,	$318.	D.	Russell	Print	the	PDF:	Simple	Interest	Worksheet	No.	2	These	10	questions	will	reinforce	the	lessons	from	worksheet	No.	1.	Homeschoolers	and	other
students	will	learn	how	to	calculate	rates	and	determine	interest	payments.	For	this	PDF,	students	will	answer	word	problem	questions	such	as:	"If	the	balance	at	the	end	of	eight	years	on	an	investment	of	$630	that	has	been	invested	at	a	rate	of	9	percent	is	$1,083.60,	how	much	was	the	interest?"	If	students	are	struggling,	explain	that	calculating
this	answer	involves	only	simple	subtraction,	where	you	subtract	the	initial	investment	of	$630	from	the	ending	balance	of	$1,083.60.	Students	would	set	up	the	problem	as	follows:	$1,083.60	–	$630	=	$453.60	Explain	that	some	of	the	information	in	the	question	was	extraneous	and	not	necessary	to	solve	the	problem.	For	this	problem,	you	don't	need
to	know	the	years	of	the	loan	(eight	years)	or	even	the	interest	rate;	you	only	need	to	know	the	beginning	and	ending	balance.	D.	Russell	Print	the	PDF:	Simple	Interest	Worksheet	No.	3	Use	these	word	questions	to	continue	practicing	how	to	calculate	simple	interest.	Students	can	also	use	this	exercise	to	learn	about	the	principal,	rate	of	return	(the
net	gain	or	loss	on	an	investment	over	a	specified	time),	and	other	terms	commonly	used	in	finance.	D.	Russell	Print	the	PDF:	Simple	Interest	Worksheet	No.	4	Teach	your	students	the	basics	of	investing	and	how	to	determine	which	investments	will	pay	the	most	over	time.	This	worksheet	will	help	your	homeschoolers	polish	their	calculating	skills.	D.
Russell	Print	the	PDF:	Simple	Interest	Worksheet	No.	5	Use	this	final	worksheet	to	review	the	steps	for	calculating	simple	interest.	Take	time	to	answer	questions	your	homeschoolers	may	have	about	how	banks	and	investors	use	interest	calculations.	Opinions	expressed	by	Entrepreneur	contributors	are	their	own.	The	term	"authorpreneur"	has
become	more	common	recently.	Many	entrepreneurs,	coaches,	consultants,	attorneys,	psychologists	and	other	experts	are	grabbing	on	to	this	trend.	Writing	and	publishing	a	book	(whether	through	a	traditional	publishing	contract	or	by	self-publishing)	is	a	great	way	to	stand	out	as	an	expert	in	your	field.	But	without	a	good	plan	in	advance,	you	risk
all	of	your	hard	work	becoming	nothing	more	than	a	really	nice	business	card.	(You	also	risk	not	finishing	your	book	at	all.)1.	Do	I	have	a	clear	idea	of	who	is	my	ideal	client?Most	service-based	entrepreneurs	and	experts	can't	get	away	with	being	generalists	nowadays.	Before	spending	time	(and	possibly	money	if	you	need	a	qualified	book	or	writing
coach,	not	to	mention	things	like	book	covers,	editing	or	proofreading	if	you're	self-publishing)	writing	a	book,	carefully	consider	who	is	your	ideal	client.	Because	this	person	is	usually	also	what	I	call	your	ideal	reader.Why	is	your	ideal	client	so	important?	Because	you	want	to	make	sure	everything	in	your	book	speaks	to	this	person.	You	want	to
speak	to	their	pain	points.	And,	without	being	sleazy	or	sales-y,	explain	how	you	can	resolve	their	pain.	(Just	a	pro	tip:	you're	going	to	have	more	liberty	to	do	this	when	you	self-publish.)For	example,	I	help	entrepreneurs,	coaches,	consultants,	attorneys,	psychologists	and	other	experts	increase	their	visibility,	credibility	and	market	reach	through	the
power	of	writing	and	publishing	a	book.	In	my	writings,	I	address	things	like	folks	staring	at	a	blank	page,	not	understanding	the	nuances	of	publishing	and	feeling	like	they	can't	write	their	expert	books	because	they	didn't	go	to	school	for	writing.	I	share	stories,	testimonials	and	concrete	steps	to	help	people	get	those	books	out	of	their	heads	and
into	reality.What	pain	points	do	your	clients	mention?	Listen	carefully.	You	can	even	use	a	social	audio	app	such	as	Clubhouse	and	listen	to	what	people	are	discussing	in	different	rooms.Related:	5	Steps	to	Discovering	the	Ideal	Client	Persona	for	Your	High-End	Brand2.	What	is	your	goal	for	your	business	book?While	there's	nothing	wrong	with
writing	and	publishing	a	book	for	the	sheer	pleasure	of	it	(crossing	that	line	off	your	bucket	list	if	you	will),	most	entrepreneurs	and	other	experts	have	bigger	goals.You	may	end	up	making	six	figures	in	just	book	sales,	but	this	is	often	the	exception	rather	than	the	norm.What's	worked	well	for	my	clients	is	to	use	the	book	as	a	platform	for	getting
more	speaking	gigs	(where	they	can	pitch	their	products	or	services),	use	the	book	as	another	way	to	gather	leads	or	use	the	book	to	get	more	media	interviews	—	the	list	goes	on	and	on.For	example,	for	every	1,000	books	you	sell,	you	will	probably	get	100	people	reaching	out	to	you	(if	what	you	had	to	say	spoke	to	them).Depending	on	your	sales
process,	50	of	them	will	likely	book	some	type	of	call	with	you.Now,	your	success	here	will	depend	on	your	conversion	rates	and	price	points	—	but	let's	take	an	example	from	one	of	my	clients.Her	conversion	rate	is	50	percent.	She	sells	a	$3,000	coaching	program.	When	50	people	book	a	sales	call	with	her,	she	closes	25	people.That's	$75,000	for
every	1,000	people	who	read	her	book.Some	people	have	lower	conversion	rates	and	price	points;	others	have	higher	price	points	or	higher	conversion	rates	—	but	the	possibilities	are	endless.So	that's	why	I	cringe	when	I	see	so-called	book	coaches	with	no	writing	experience	saying	that	an	authorpreneur's	claim	to	fame	is	selling	as	many	books	for
as	little	as	possible	as	quickly	as	possible.Yes,	book	sales	are	important	—	but	it's	even	more	important	to	use	that	book	as	a	way	to	drive	more	leads	to	you	and	increase	your	credibility	in	the	eyes	of	conference	organizers	and	the	media.That's	why	it's	so	important	to	sit	down	and	look	at	your	overall	goals	before	diving	into	writing	and	publishing	a
book.Related:	The	World's	Best	Marketing	Tool:	Writing	a	Book3.	How	much	time	do	you	have	to	write?Some	would-be	authorpreneurs	come	to	me	afraid	they	don't	have	time	to	write,	but	I	promise	that	you	do.	Even	25	minutes	a	week	is	better	than	nothing	at	all.Learn	how	long	it	takes	you	to	write	1,000	words.	Now	that	may	sound	like	a	lot	—	but
that's	the	size	of	an	average	blog	post.If	you	want	to	dictate	your	book,	the	average	person	speaks	about	150	words	per	minute.While	those	using	the	dictation	method	of	writing	a	book	will	definitely	need	an	editor	to	help	clean	it	up,	the	average	American	English	speaker	uses	over	1,000	words	in	seven	minutes.Seven	minutes	for	1,000	words	—
consider	that.	Many	entrepreneurs	I've	met	consider	themselves	better	storytellers	than	writers.It's	all	the	same	thing,	it's	just	the	medium.If	you	choose	this	method	and	set	aside	15	minutes	a	week,	you	could	have	a	20,000-word	manuscript	in	about	10	weeks.Want	to	go	deeper	than	the	minimum	required	to	create	a	good-sized	print	and	digital
book?Then	about	30,000	words	will	take	you	roughly	four	months.As	you	can	see,	it	doesn't	take	months,	years	or	decades	to	write	an	amazing	book	that	will	draw	more	clients	to	you.	While	you	will	need	to	organize	your	thoughts	into	chapters	and	go	through	other	steps	to	publish	your	book	(this	is	where	a	book	or	writing	coach	can	really	help	you
out),	writing	the	first	draft	is	not	as	complicated	as	a	lot	of	folks	think.The	key	is	to	start!Related:	How	to	Write	a	Book	(and	Actually	Finish	It)	in	5	Steps
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